
JOHANN BLEM
It all started with an article featured in The Mercury Newspaper. 
"Ginger moggie, a stray kitten, stowed away in the engine 
compartment of a VW Jetta that had travelled 55 kilometres and 
moving at speeds." Johann read the article in the newspaper 
and his heart was moved. Having compassion for cats and a 
passion for the Volkswagen brand, he decided to adopt this 
little ginger moggie. His day turned into joy as he was chosen to 
be the proud parent of little Jetta. This coincided with Johann's 
decision of a career change. He applied for a job at Volkswagen 
in search of new opportunities and challenges. Once again 
good fortune was on his side and he was appointed as a sales 
executive for the Volkswagen brand. Johann shares his happy 
home with his soul mate, best friend and partner Rowan along 
with two cats, Jetta and his brother Speedy. 
Become part of the Volkswagen family and visit, call or email 
Johann Blem at Strijdom Park Volkswagen for countrywide 
delivery.
Tel: (011) 795-5000
Cell: 082 465-9160
jblem@unitransmotors.co.za 

DALE PUDNEY 
Dale Pudney is passionate about entrepreneurial ventures 
and business leadership. Having achieved success in his 
business career, he is re-investing that success into LGBT 
business leaders through The Shambhala Organisation that 
he founded.
He spent many years as a management consultant focusing 
on rapidly growing, often technology based, businesses, as 
well as turnarounds of struggling companies (that need fast 
growth to survive). He built a reputation as a professional 
entrepreneur, strategist and business leader. For the last few 
years, he has been the Managing Director and co-owner 
of a business that optimises electrical power quality and 
transmission capacity and grew the business exponentially in 
a few years.
In late 2014, he founded The Shambhala Organisation, 
which is a network of initiatives focussed on promoting and 
supporting proudly LGBT business leaders. This includes 
providing scholarships for future LGBT business leaders, 
private equity funding for LGBT owned and managed 
entrepreneurial businesses and the coaching and mentorship 
of these business leaders to improve human performance. "The 
scholarship program is the philanthropic part of the business 
and it's my way to give something back to the community in a 
way that supports my passions," says Dale.
"I believe that acceptance of LGBT rite of passage is largely 
education (and income) dependent. And therefore, especially 
at the lower end of the education and income spectrum, LGBT 
people still face discrimination. And it follows that LGBT youth 
would face more discrimination. And this discrimination tends 
to affect the youth who have professional career objectives 
more."
Proudly LGBT business leaders and professionals need good 
role models to aspire towards and learn from. There are 
almost no such LGBT role models and mentors. As a result, 
the only aspect of the community that is in the public eye is 
the 'gay scene,' which detracts from the image that we as a 
community need. 
"I would like to rectify this through developing proudly LGBT 
business leaders and professionals and shift the focus away 
from the "scene" and bring more balance into the community, 
which would naturally improve the community's image."

SWEET SIXTEEN FOR PINK LOERIE CELEBRATIONS
"Next year's theme will be Sweet Sixteen and will include sixteen 
things to do in Knysna, sixteen places of special interest in 
the region, sixteen restaurants to visit and much more. The 
successful flea market, wine and beer garden and VIP fund-
raising dinner will be there to rediscover once again," says 
organiser John O'Neil. 
The planned date of the festivities is the last week of April 2016 
with the VIP dinner and fundraising auction on Friday 29 April 
and the Sweet Sixteen party hosted by Betty Bangles on Saturday 
30 April.
New to the Pink Loerie will be a Bear Colony Festival, while 
Wigstock Chapter Two will provide added entertainment.
The Pink Loerie was founded in 2000 by Juan Lerm and Johan 
Myburgh. Juan, with the help of the local gay community, 
successfully organised this mardi gras, that celebrates all aspects 
of the gay community, from 2001 until 2009. The festival has 
been an important annual event since. 
The committee members to date are John O’Neil, Karen 
Sehpton, Geoff Bezuidenhout, Vernondo Boshoff and Louis 
Douglas. Two local Knysna members will join the committee.
www.pinkloerie.co.za 
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